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JUNE 24, 2016 

 

 
 

FAREWELL TO BRIAN POSTLEWAIT 
 

 
L–R:  Rev. Brian Postlewait with Rev. Matthew Smedley 

 

 

You are invited to a farewell reception for Mission Possible’s departing Executive 

Director, Brian Postlewait.  

 

Come and thank Brian for his nine years of exemplary service to Mission Possible and 

the people living in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. 

 

This is a free event.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be provided. 

 

Date:          Tuesday, June 28, 2016 

Location:    543 Powell Street, Vancouver, BC 
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Time:          4:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

 

Please RSVP – CLICK HERE NOW  
 

 

If you have any questions, contact Rod Janz at events@mission-possible.ca or phone 

(604) 253–4469, ext. 115. 

 

  

 

 

GLOBAL MISSION ANNOUNCES NEW NCM DIRECTOR  
 

Global Mission has announced Nell Becker Sweeden as the new director of Nazarene 

Compassionate Ministries (NCM). 

 

Becker Sweeden has served in various roles within NCM during the past 12 years, most 

recently as Education Coordinator.  Her areas of expertise include international 

development, educational initiatives, and theology.  While serving as Education 

Coordinator, Becker Sweeden was also Assistant Professor of  

Theology and Richard B. Parker Co–Chair of Wesleyan Theology at George Fox 

Evangelical Seminary.  Her recent accomplishments include authoring the book Church 

on the Way:  Hospitality and Migration. 

 

Becker Sweeden has a strong call and passionate heart for compassionate ministry.  “I 

am fascinated by how Jesus’ compassion is described in the Scriptures as an urge in 

his gut, or a compulsion, to respond with love to people who are suffering,” Becker 

Sweeden said.  “A key piece of this for me is continually placing myself in the margins 

of our world to live out Christlikeness within communities and through relationships.” 

 

Through NCM, Becker Sweeden seeks to be a part of God’s people – the church – who 

are faithful and active in living out God’s love in the world. 

 

Becker Sweeden studied Spanish and theology at Point Loma Nazarene University and 

holds a Master of Divinity from Nazarene Theological Seminary.  Additionally, she 

completed her Doctor of Philosophy at Boston University in practical theology with 

specializations in Wesleyan theology and church and society.  Becker Sweeden is an 

ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene. 

 

“I am deeply appreciative of the gift that Nell has been to our church,” said Verne 

Ward, Global Mission Director.  “She has the unique ability to bring clarity around the 

connection of what we believe theologically and how we lovingly serve the world.  This 

practical engagement demonstrates not only Nell’s training, but also her genuine heart 

for the church and relentless pursuit of the heart of Christ.” 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/brian-postlewait-farewell-reception-tickets-25728566836
mailto:events@mission-possible.ca
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Becker Sweeden recognizes that compassionate response in the face of suffering and 

injustice is at the heart of our Nazarene identity. 

 

“I look forward to working alongside churches to help facilitate transformational 

ministry in their communities,” Becker Sweeden said.  “NCM does not exist outside the 

church, but through local congregations who are seeking to live out their faith within 

specific communities.  My prayer is that together we will continue to weave our faithful 

response to God’s love for the sake of the world.” 

 

Becker Sweeden will relocate with her family to the Kansas City area this September.  

 

– Global Mission 

 

This announcement is also available in the following languages: 

 

Español 

Français 

한국어 (Korean) 

 

  

The above article appears courtesy of NCN News.  For more global Nazarene news, 

please visit www.ncnnews.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ANTHEM – SPRING 2016:  A MISSION TO TEACH 
 

Learn about the contributions that Ambrose students, faculty and alumni are making in 

their communities. 

 

Read Anthem online 

Order a print copy 

 

In This Issue 

 

Authors! Authors! Authors! 

http://www.nazarene.org/globalmission
http://www.nazarene.org/sites/default/files/NCN%20News/PDFs/NCM%20Director_Spanish.pdf
http://www.nazarene.org/sites/default/files/NCN%20News/PDFs/NCM%20Director_FRENCH.pdf
http://www.nazarene.org/sites/default/files/NCN%20News/PDFs/NCM%20Director_Kor.pdf
http://www.ncnnews.com/
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem
https://ambrose.edu/resources/ambrose-magazine-anthem
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/8


 4 

Recent Publications by Drs. Gordon T. Smith, Beth Stovell and Joel Thiessen challenge 

perspectives and inspire thinking about faith, life and work.  

 

 

Spotlight: Changing the narrative about First Nations 

What role does the Ambrose University community have in reconciliation?  Why is it 

imperative that this Christian community of learning help open hearts and minds?  Rev. 

Ray Aldred and Mark Buchanan share their thoughts. 

 

 

The professor is always learning 

Good teachers are also good students.  Dr. Joel Thiessen is just one Ambrose faculty 

member challenging students to learn more.  

 

 

A mission to teach 

The power of God’s love shines through in alumna Kendall Delamont’s classroom.  

 

 

Providing refuge 

Caring for people’s needs and breaking down walls between people inspires alumna 

Joanne Beach to help churches sponsor Syrian refugees. 

 

 

Driven by God's love 

The Sevcik family open their hearts – and garage – to serve Christ. 

 

 

Courting disciples 

Humility and the pursuit of athletic excellence honour God’s gifts. 

 

 

  Campus notebook 

  Your gifts in action 

  Family and friends 

 

  Anthem asked. You answered! 

  Coming events 

  Looking forward 

 

 

 

 

THE DYNAMIC TRIO 
 

The Dynamic Trio, the most recent publication of Dr. William Stewart, is now available!  

https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/10
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/12
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/14
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/16
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/22
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/24
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/6
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/20
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/26
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/28
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/30
https://issuu.com/ambroseu/docs/spring_2016_anthem/30
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At the most hopeless and discouraging time of her life, Allison meets a group of new 

friends who have started studying the three primary Christian qualities of hope, faith, and 

love.  As Allison begins to absorb the meaning, power, and truth of this “Dynamic Trio,” 

she is introduced to new ideas, principles, and purposes that will change her life.  With 

the help of her new friends, she applies hope, faith, and love to her own situation and is 

transformed from a lost and defeated person into someone with purpose, meaning, and 

fulfillment.   

 

As you join Allison in her journey, you may come to a fresh understanding of these three 

qualities and begin to enrich and renew your own spiritual journey. 

 

You can purchase your copy of The Dynamic Trio from the National Office for $20.00 

(includes shipping charges).   

 

 

 

 

Please note that Nazarene News will not be released next week. 

It will be published again on July 8, 2016. 

 

 

  

  

 

Send your news items of national interest to Diane at national@nazarene.ca 

 and see your information appear in the next edition of 

Nazarene News 

mailto:national@nazarene.ca

